MAOT BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
7/19/07


TIME: 6:30pm


PLACE: Green Apartments/Fernald School
PRESENT: Mary M. Malone, Maureen Nardella, Bill Shea, Jacqueline Brennan, Melissa Tilton, Deborah Slater, Dina Hubacz, Donna Caira, Amanda Wiafe, Michele Savrann, Alison Berryman, Tina Champagne, Phyllis Samara, Justin Galvin, and Hannah Galvin

TOPICDISCUSSIONACTION

President Update

Treasurer Update

Legislative Update

Open Board Positions:

(Legislative Rep & Public Relations Rep)

RA Representative

Conference Committee Update

Nominations

MAOT Website

School Guidelines

Spring SIG Conference

Attendance sheet distributed by clerk. 

Quorum established.

Meeting called to order at 6:50 pm.

Agenda approved.

Minutes approved.

Dina Hubacz gave president’s update.  She gave brief updates on various bills that are presently on the table.  

The Allied Health board responded to Dina’s inquiry stating that the occupational therapy regulations are not a priority for the board at this time, however was not forthcoming on what issues the board is addressing at this time.  

A representative from the therapeutic equipment company Alternative Care Providers would like to attend September’s MAOT meeting.  The company is requesting two occupational therapy practitioners to appear on their radio show to publicize MAOT’s annual conference coming up in October.  They are also requesting permission to post the information on their website www.talkabouthealth.com. 

Mark Suprenant (treasurer) unable to attend meeting; however brief update was given from email.  Donna Caira now officially on payroll.  Mark will send out draft of budget via email for voting.

The Fresh Air Bill had a hearing in June.  Final results have yet to be released.

The Assisted Living Bill will be voted on in the fall.  

Bill Shea is running for Legislative Representative.  Amanda Wiafe is running for Public Relations Representative.  Both candidates gave their biographies verbally.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the responsibilities of the two positions.

Motion made to appoint Bill Shea as Legislative Representative and Amanda Wiafe as Public Relations Representative.   Passed.

Notice given following AOTA voting that Michele Savrann is official Representative Assembly Representative and Mary M. Malone is the official Representative Assembly Representative Alternate.

Donna Caira gave the conference committee update.  She reported that the committee has decided upon food and has seen the tented area that will be used this year in addition to the conference rooms.  So far 27 vendors have signed up, and there have been more responding since the executive board members made some calls to those past vendors who had not yet signed up for this year.  She reported that past problems have been solved for this year regarding stamping PDU forms for general initial meeting.

Conference 2008 has already been booked for September 28th, 2008 and keynote speaker has been booked.

Alison Berryman distributed the ballots with the names of those individuals nominated for the annual awards.  There were no nominations made for the Linda Savino Award nor the OT Assistant Award.  Alison Berryman and Tina Champagne read aloud the nominations for all of those nominated including each individual’s biography summary and qualifications.  The executive board held silent voting.  When the ballots were tallied the winners were as follows:

Catherine Trombly Award: Jane Koomar

Herbert Hall Award: Deane McCraith

Report given that there has been contact made with a gentleman who is very interested in working with MAOT to update the website.  He has the capability to give MAOT a “members only” section on the website as well as work out some of the other issues.  He charges $50 per hour, however has stated he will only charge MAOT for what he can fix.  Board members discussed this option including the $2000.00 line item in the budget set aside for this need.  The priority at this time is getting Pay Pal re-hooked up on the website for conference because it has not been working. Our current website technician (Nicole) will work with said webmaster (Joel) at this time to correct website issues.

Motion to hire said webmaster to set up Pay Pal account on MAOT website.  Passed.

Donna Caira reported that an additional 200 copies of the school guidelines were ordered and placed on website for purchase.  Thirteen more have been sold since this time.  The plan is to sell the guidelines at conference in October.

Jacqueline Brennan spoke with Worcester State College representative.  She stated that the college is willing to book rooms needed for spring SIG conference and will be able to relocate classes as needed on that one Saturday. Discussed having a slide in the slide show during the business meeting at fall conference advertising the spring SIG conference.  Discussed having flier in fall conference packet as well.  Subcommittee formed for spring SIG conference including Justin Galvin, Hannah Galvin, Amanda Wiafe, Bill Shea, and Melissa Tilton.

Meeting Adjourned 8:10 p.m.

Next MAOT meeting September 20th
Dina Hubacz will continue to contact the Allied Health board for info regarding OT regulations.

Representative from ACP to attend September meeting.

Mark Suprenant to send out draft of budget via email for voting.

MAOT to hire said webmaster (Joel) to work in conjunction with current website technician (Nicole) to fix Pay Pal on website.

School guidelines to be sold at conference in October.

Spring SIG conference slide and flier to be made prior to fall conference.
Submitted by,

Hannah Galvin

Clerk

