MAOT BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
9/20/07


TIME: 6:30pm


PLACE: Green Apartments/Fernald School
PRESENT: Amanda Wiafe, Judy Romano, Donna Caira, Dina Flannery, Mary M. Malone, Megan S. Molligi, Bill Shea, Karen Hefler, Lisa Simonetti, Michele Savrann, Phyllis Samara, Justin Galvin, and Hannah Galvin

TOPICDISCUSSIONACTION

Strategic Plan

Legislative Report

(Lisa Simonetti)

Open Board Positions

Conference Committee

Website
Spring SIG Conference

Attendance sheet distributed by clerk. 

Quorum established.

Meeting called to order at 6:40 pm.

Agenda approved.

Minutes approved.

The strategic planning meeting will be held Thursday at Tufts with Mary Barnes acting as facilitator.  Anyone interested in participating in the strategic planning committee may contact Mary Barnes.  The new strategic plan will be unveiled at the annual conference in October.

Lisa Simonetti briefly addressed the following bills:

The Driving Bill has hearing date set for October 2nd, 2007.

The Assisted Living Bill had hearing and is now awaiting action.

The Mental Health Parody Bill has hearing October 1st, 2007. The Children’s Mental Health Bill provides parody for children; all children will be screened early in schools.

Lisa Simonetti and Dina Flannery then spoke concerning the Occupational Therapy Practice Act.  Dina spoke about how she will facilitate the composition of a letter together with the Massachusetts Physical Therapy Association addressed to the Board of Allied Health regarding the OT and PT Practice Acts.  The Board of Allied Health claims they are having difficulty maintaining a forum for voting on the proposed regulations.  The letter would state if given notice as to the month that the Practice Acts would be addressed, that the professional associations would ensure a forum of OT and PT would be available.  Dina also explained that she sent the PT regulations to AOTA and no encroachment was found. 

The conversation then turned to the Driving Bill in which the hearing has been set for October 2nd.  Dina explained how she had sent the draft out for review and received feedback stating to limit “elderly” terminology and replace that with the term “disabled” as appropriate.  Dina spoke concerning that the Massachusetts Psychiatric Association would like MAOT to testify with them regarding the bill on October 1st. Documentation needs to be readily available for the testimony including information regarding the occupational therapy role in driving evaluations, rehabilitation, adaptation, and alternative transportation opportunities.  Dina Flannery and Judy Romano will be attending the testimony in representation of MAOT.  Lisa Simonetti advising Judy on how to present information and what sort of information to present to the legislators.  Judy also planning on discussing the importance of visual testing for drivers of all ages.  Judy and Dina will each compose individual written testimony for the legislators.  Lisa also requesting written testimonies from former occupational therapy clients who participated in a driving rehabilitation program who are now actively driving following adaptations to their vehicle and/or learned compensatory strategies.

Announcement made that Mark Suprenant would like to resign his position as treasurer as MAOT is able to fill this position in his stead.  Spoke concerning the obligations of the position and discussed options of splitting the requirements of the position to ease the load on the treasurer position in creating a co-treasurer position.

Will post open board positions on MAOT website as well as announce these positions at conference in October.

Update on annual conference in October given including 24 booths for exhibit hall booked.  Announcement made that conveyers are needed and sign up sheet distributed to board members present.  Discussed silent auction table.

Motion made to offer free MAOT membership in all categories (OT, OTA, and OT/OTA student) at silent auction table at annual conference.  Motion Passed.

New MAOT website employee (Rick Fogal) wants to update MAOT website to make it more dynamic and exciting.  Rick advises that a “members only” section should not be added until people become more interested in the website.  Presently, he is working to resolve the noted issues with Pay Pal as his #1 priority.  His current #2 priority is to resolve the issues with the links so people are able to download the application online.

Currently, there are four sessions that are committed to the spring SIG conference.  The School SIG will present as well as the Mental Health SIG.  There will be a session regarding wound care presented by Kim Peters R.N. and Justin Galvin OTR/L.  Mary Barnes OTR/L will be presenting regarding mentorship.  There will be informational fliers included in conference packets regarding the spring SIG conference as well as a slide included during the business meeting at the annual conference.  Justin Galvin still to contact other SIGs about their interest in participating.

Meeting Adjourned 8:05 p.m.

Next MAOT meeting November 15th
Those individuals interested in strategic planning should contact Mary Barnes

A letter to be composed between MAOT and the MA association of physical therapy to be addressed to the Board of Allied Health

Dina Flannery and Judy Romano to testify for Driving Bill on October 1st
Open board positions to be posted on website and announced at conference

MAOT memberships to be added to silent auction

Information to be included at the annual conference announcing spring SIG conference

Justin Galvin to contact other SIGs about their interest in participationSubmitted by,

Hannah Galvin

Clerk

