MAOT BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE:
11/15/07


TIME: 6:30pm


PLACE: Green Apartments/Fernald School
PRESENT: Deborah Slater, Donna Caira, Dina Flannery, Bill Shea, Maureen Nardella, Lori Vaughn, Karen Hefler

TOPICDISCUSSIONACTION

President’s Report

MAOT Scholarship Fund

MAOT Equipment

Spring SIG Conference

Nominations

Announcements

Quorum established.

Meeting called to order at 6:40 pm.

Agenda approved without changes.

Minutes approved without changes.

Introductions made of everyone present in honor of Lori Vaughn who from Bay State College.

Dina Flannery began her president’s report by discussing Blue Cross and Blue Shield’s reimbursement policies for Sensory Integration Therapy.  Blue Cross apparently pays less for pediatrics than it does for hand therapy.  

Dina then reported on an online member recruitment device that will automatically bill members when their membership is due and provide a link to the MAOT web page for easy payment. 

Dina reported on the Legislative Update.  There was a discussion of the 75% rule and how it will affect patient’s ability to get into rehabilitation settings.  

Dina reported that Lisa Simonetti, Lobbyist, reported that our Driver’s Bill got a favorable report.  Lisa will advise MAOT what the next step will be.   

Dina reported on Reimbursement and Regulatory.  MAOT received a reply letter from DPL and Allied Board of Health from the Director, George Weber, to a letter Dina had sent with her concerns as to the handling of licensee information that was given out.  

Dina announced that we will put of the discussion of Awards until the next MAOT Board meeting.

Dina had a discussion on the Allied Board of Health and the fact that there has not been a meeting that has had a quorum so that business has not been conducted. Dina spoke with Nancy Lowenstein from the board and found out that two board members were on maternity leave.  Dina also contacted the PTA who where not interested in pursuing the problem.  The issues the board are trying to have addressed is the fact that the Practice Act has outdated terminology, they would like the definition of OT to be updated and also want to approach the discussion of CE’s in the state of Massachusetts.     

Dina asked the Executive Board if they would be willing to increase the amount of the two MAOT Scholarships.  There was a discussion about possibly giving monies to a student delegation to go to the AOTA conference.  No decisions were formally made. 

Donna Caira reported that the MAOT computer is having difficulty and gave estimates for the cost of repair vs replacement.  The MAOT Board voted for $1,200.00 for the purchase of a new computer for the MAOT office plus technical support.   

The Spring SIG Conference will be held on March 15, 2007 at Worcester State College.  Discussion by the board of audience to focus on and decision was made to use AOTA membership list for the mailing.  Maureen Nardella asked the committee make sure they adhere to the rules of the Approved Provider.

Lori Vaughn from Baypath College attended the board meeting with an interest in the Academic Representative Position.  A copy of her biological information was passed to board members.  The board voted unanmousily in favor of Lori being the new Academic Representative 

 There will be a Strategic Plan Meeting on December 1st from 10:00 – 1:00 at Tufts University.  Mary Barnes will be the facilator.  Voting on the Strategic Plan will take place in the January Executive Board Meeting.  

The Executive Board Meeting for December has been cancelled.  

Next Board Meeting: January 17, 2008

Meeting adjourned @ 8:28 pm

Dina will pass on to Melissa Tilton to speak with Jane Koomar regarding these issues.

.

Donna will ask the web person Rick Voegel if we would be able to use this service.

Bill Shea will draft a letter regarding how it will impact OT’s and send it to Dina. 

Karen Hefler will write up an email to be sent to the membership regarding this issue and the MAOT board will edit before it is sent out. 

Dina will send a letter to Paul Petrone and Executive Director, George Weber with the concerns of the Executive Board

Donna will purchase a new computer for the MAOT office.

Donna will contact Justin Galvin to get a draft of the pamphlet for review.  

Submitted by,

Donna Caira

Administrative Manager

